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IS INDIAN DENTAL EDUCATION PREPARING CLINICIANS FOR 

GLOBAL STANDARDS? 

As dentistry evolves rapidly with advancements in digital technology, research, and patient-

centered care, dental education worldwide is under pressure to adapt. In India, where dental 

training is well-established and produces a large number of skilled professionals annually, there 

is a growing conversation about how closely current educational practices align with global 

standards. 

Indian dental education offers strong theoretical foundations and substantial clinical exposure. 

The wide variety of oral health conditions seen during training enriches student experience and 

builds confidence in core clinical skills. This is a valuable strength and a key differentiator for 

Indian graduates. 

However, as international dentistry embraces digital workflows, evidence-based protocols, and 

emerging technologies like intraoral scanners, 3D printing, and artificial intelligence, there is 

a clear need to integrate these elements more actively into training. The goal is not just global 

compatibility, but also enhancing the quality of care delivered to patients domestically. 

Similarly, embedding research methodology, communication skills, and interdisciplinary 

collaboration into the curriculum can further align graduates with international competencies. 

Many dental professionals today are expected to be not just clinicians, but also lifelong 

learners, critical thinkers, and ethical leaders in their field. 

Upgrading dental education doesn’t mean discarding current strengths—it means building on 

them. Through ongoing curriculum updates, better access to new technologies, faculty 

development, and academic exchange opportunities, Indian institutions can empower students 

to thrive in any setting, globally or locally. 

With the right steps, Indian dental education can be a benchmark—not only for producing 

competent clinicians but for shaping the future of dentistry in a rapidly changing world. 
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